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W H I T E  W I N E S

Jim Barry Wines Watervale Riesling,  
Clare Valley, 2024

[94] James Suckling
Expressive aromas of tangerines, white flowers, citrus and chalk. The 
palate is light-bodied with racy acidity and a nicely weighted mouth-
feel, showing lemons, orange blossoms and melon. Lovely balance of 
freshness and weight. Reviewed by Ryan Montgomery, May 19, 2025

[92] Wine Enthusiast — Best Buy — 
From one of Australia’s most famous regions and subregions for 
Riesling, this is a delicate, dry wine. A zing of tongue-tingling acidity 
lends brightness to the lavender soap and lime blossom characters. 
It’s light on its feet but carries the acid structure to age in bottle for 
several more years. It’s a bargain for this level of deliciousness.  
September 1, 2025. Reviewed by Christina Pickard

[92] Decanter 
The glowing reputation of Riesling from the Watervale sub-region 
in Clare rests upon the foundation laid down by this important and 
very affordable wine. Consistent over decades in its flavor profile and 
vitality, Watervale provides a reliable and delicious entry point to 
appreciate this sub-region’s fresh, zingy, citrus-driven style of  
Riesling. It’s pale — almost translucent — and bone dry with a  
distinct juiciness that allows its lively lemon-and-lime flavors to pop. 
An edge of lemongrass adds an exotic seam to the palate, while a 
steely acid spine keeps the flavors running long and true.  
December 12, 2024, Reviewed by David Sly

Jim Barry Wines Assyrtiko, Clare Valley, 2024
[93] James Suckling
Crisp, mineral and chalky, showing aromas of citrus, white flowers 
and sea spray. The palate is medium-bodied with bright acidity and a 
mouthwatering finish. Reviewed by Ryan Montgomery, May 19, 2025

[90] Wine Enthusiast 
Aromas of citrus and white peach skin kick off this Assyrtiko — one 
of the only wineries Down Under to grow the Greek variety. There’s 
a whisper of something more herbal, too, but this is farm from  
bombastic in style. It’s light weight with lovely mouthwatering  
acidity, gentle stone fruit flavors and subtle texture. Think more 
along Pinot Grigio lines than Sauvignon Blanc ones.  
September 1, 2025. Reviewed by Christina Pickard

Continues

James Suckling Reviewed by Ryan Montgomery 
“My first impression of the 2024 vintage in Clare Valley is that it’s one for aging due to the structure and acidity of the Rieslings produced, although 
with early drinking accessibility… Who is challenging the established norms of early bottling, low extraction and aging? Certain producers, particularly  
Jim Barry Wines and Koerner, are implementing unique approaches such as extended aging in larger, alternative vessels like ceramics and foudres.

They also occasionally encourage malolactic fermentation and phenolic ripeness. Jim Barry, led by brothers Sam and Tom Barry, are notably influenced  
by Erni Loosen’s winemaking techniques… The partnership led Loosen to investigate the potential of Riesling in Clare Valley, which led to the 
creation of Wolta Wolta, a foudre-fermented Riesling sourced from the estate’s latest-ripening vineyard – and the one “with the most power and 
phenolic content,” Tom Barry said.” May 19, 2025 
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Jim Barry Wines Lodge Hill Riesling, Clare Valley, 2024
[94] James Suckling
Floral, citrusy and mineral-driven aromas lead into a light-bodied 
palate, bright acidity and a textural mouthfeel. There’s great precision  
and focus here with a slightly salty finish. Delicious. Reviewed by Ryan 
Montgomery, May 19, 2025

[92] Wine Enthusiast — Best Buy — 
This is a delicate, assured and precise Clare Valley Riesling with lovely  
acidity, a chalky texture and soft floral and citrus notes to the finish. 
It could cellar for several years but makes for a beautiful food pairing 
wine now — sushi springs to mind.  
September 1, 2025. Reviewed by Christina Pickard

Jim Barry Wines The Florita Riesling,  
Clare Valley, 2024

[96] James Suckling
Finely constructed with such purity and complexity, showing aromas 
of kaffir limes, struck match, white flowers, lemon peel and slate. The 
palate has very high energy and tension with a driving acidity and 
powerful undertone that will unravel for years to come. Made from 
vines planted on limestone in 1962, bringing a chalky aspect to the 
wine. Reviewed by Ryan Montgomery, May 19, 2025

[94] Wine Enthusiast — Cellar Selection — 
An elegant, poised and still-young Riesling from a historic vineyard, 
this opens with lavender and pear aromas, with flickers of honey and 
white spice adding opulence. The palate is, for now, less about flavor 
and more about shape. There’s gentle richness and power, sculpted 
by a long, lingering, laser beam of acidity. It’s approachable enough 
to be food friendly now with sashimi and other delicate Japanese 
cuisine. But it’ll more than reward cellaring. Hold for a decade or 
more — it’ll be worth the wait, promise. September 1, 2025. Reviewed by 
Christina Pickard

[89] Wine Spectator 
A mouthwatering style, showing a fresh, sleek bite of salted lime, 
pomelo and jasmine, with hints of lemon zest, green apple and  
pineapple on the finish. Reviewed by MaryAnn Worobiec, July 7, 2025


